
 

 

 

Serving this 
month: 

 

Usher:    
Jim Roth 
 

Liturgist:   
Linnea Forsell 
 

Tech: 
John Pechacek 
 

Next Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 
February 21,  2023 

 

“We are a Christian community reaching out to others with  
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors” 

Worship Themes for February 

February 5 “You Are Salt and Light” 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
 
February 12 “But I Say” 
 Psalm 199:1-8 
   
February 19 “Super Sunday”  
  Matthew 17:1-9 
 
February 22 Ash Wednesday    11:00 AM Service 
 
February 26 Lenten Sermon Series: 
 “Blessed Are the Imperfect” 
 Matthew 4:1-11 

Rev. Grace Baldridge 
Pastor 

 NORTHWEST DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST YOUTH Snow Tubing 

@ Trollhaugen 2232 100th Avenue, Dresser WI 54009  

When:  February 11th, 2023 1 pm - 3 pm (meet at 12:30, 

pm, snacks at 3pm) Youth 6th grade - 12th grade 

(including friends) are free! Family members are wel-

come, admission $16 per person. Sign Up at https://

Pastor’s Email  & Phone 
 

The pastor’s email is  
humcpastor1@gmail.com.  

Please contact Pastor Grace through this email. 

https://forms.gle/yXkLa4mtRa1wPvCn8
mailto:humcpastor1@gmail.com


 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

From The  Pastor’s Desk,    

                                                                                                                                   February 2023 
 
Dear Friends and Family Members of Hayward United Methodist Church,  
 
February is Black History month. I have heard it said that it’s a real shame that it is the shortest 
month of the year. Each year I seem to learn more and more that I didn’t get to learn in school.  
Growing up, we celebrated the Civil Rights movement, Rosa Parks and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. As I learned more about the movement and those involved in it, I grew in my knowledge.  
There have been plenty of times we didn’t learn all we should have in school. The world is a big 
place after all. God gives us brains to learn and take in what we can. We come to church to 
worship together, learn about what the other congregation members are going through. We pray 
and sing together. And yet it’s impossible to know everything.  
 
One of the black women that inspired me the most was Rev. Pauli Murray. She was the first Black 
Episcopal Priest and Bishop. Her activism started way before that when she was a student. She 
corresponded and met with Eleanor Roosevelt as early as 1933, trying to convince her to work for 
the civil rights of black people. During this month, look up Pauli Murray and learn more about 
her. The Firebrand and the First Lady  is a good place to start.  
 
Take time to learn more about Rosa Parks who was not even the first activist to challenge the 
unjust Jim Crow rules of the South. Do you know who was? Claudette Colvin, a fifteen -year-old 
wouldn’t give up her bus seat to a white rider in Montgomery, Alabama. If there hadn’t been a 
Pauli Murray, there wouldn’t be a Claudette Colvin or a Rosa Parks. Pauli Murray didn’t see the 
changes that she lobbied the First Lady for until the 1960s, but that didn’t mean that all her work 
was in vain. Our knowledge, which is God given, doesn’t come at us all at once. We are life-long 
learners.  
 
Sponsored by the Lily Foundation, author Kate Bowler has put together Lenten resources called 
“Bless the Lent We Actually Have”. These free-to-you devotions include a group study and/or 
individual study and suggestions for the 40 days of Lent.  
 
From the author, “Together, we’re going to bless the days we have, while longing for the future 
God promised when there will be no tears, no pain, no email. We have selected forty blessings that 
you might use in the days leading up to Lent. This free guide includes scriptures to read, discussion 
questions, and a place to reflect on the journey through Lent. Whether you are practicing Lent 
solo or using this book with your church, in a book club, or around the dinner table with your 
family, my hope and prayer is that we can understand that our actual days—pain-filled, lovely, 
ordinary, garbage—might be blessed.” 
  
You will receive an email copy of the 40 days of blessings. Hard copies are also available at church. 
Contact the office to have one sent to you. It will be something that we can do together.  

 
 

Blessings in the New Year, 
 
 
 
Pastor Grace 
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MEET THE CONGREGATION 
 

 
WEBB, ROSAMOND  

& BARRY 
   

   
 Rosamond and Barry Webb live on 
Highway 27 outside of  Hayward.  Before 
that they lived in Wheaton, IL and on 
Kimball Lake near Minong, WI.   
 
Rosamond has been attending HUMC for 
about a year.  She is a Certified Public 

Accountant and owned her own firm in Hayward.  She retired from R L Webb, CPA.  Barry is 
retired from Bell Laboratories (Lucent) where he was a Senior Designer and active in the 
development of the cell phone.  Since retirement, Rosamond has volunteered as the accountant for 
the Senior Resource Center and the Park Center in Hayward.  Barry handled the sound system at 
Spider Lake Church a number of years ago. 
 
They have two sons, Gregory who lives in Spooner, WI and Randall, who lives in Clearwater, FL.  
They also have two cats, Dusty and Ana, short for Anastasia. 
 
Rosamond is an avid reader.  She also enjoys knitting, crocheting and doing taxes.  In his 
retirement, Barry has been interested in computers and their use in relation to data, pictures, and 
music.  

 
Keep these people in your prayers: 
 
Prayers for Chuck Rassbach after a fall.  Prayers for more information from tests 
being run as the days go on.  
John Isenhart has an infection in his arm and an elbow fracture. Please pray for 
him as he heals. He has been moved to rehabilitation in Superior.   
Kay’s sister Anita had foot surgery and it went very well. Continued prayers as 
she heals. 
Prayers for Barb who is having knee surgery on Thursday. 
Prayers for Charlotte as she faces medical challenges. 
Prayers for Garrett who sustained a concussion in an accident last week. 
Prayers for Tom who is having medical issues. 
Prayers for Dorothy Stone who is concerned that cancer may return. 
Prayers for so many traveling this winter. 
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At the January meeting of the Board of Trustees, Cathie Erickson was re-elected as chair for the 
coming year, and Bethe Wiberg re-elected as secretary.  Others continuing to serve as Trustees 
for 2023 are:  Dave Colle, Ken Maki, Chuck Rassbach, Jim Roth and Steve Thiesing.  Pastor 
Grace also participates in our meetings.  We are lucky to have such a dedicated group looking 
after our church property! 
 
Thanks to Jim Roth for taking care of a couple of repairs recently.  The long-awaited new part 
was installed in the refrigerator, and Jim repaired a broken paper towel holder. 
 
Also at the January meeting, the Trustees approved replacement of the old TV in the Fellowship 
Hall with a new flat-screen smart TV that will be used for meetings, education and other events.  
We’re also planning for replacement of the water heater and providing better heating for the 
office spaces as well as the exterior projects that will be coming up in the spring. 

The Trustees’ Corner 

          
 
 

I 
n February, the Book Group will be reading:    
“This How It Always Is” by Laurie Frankel 
 

 

  
MAR.  “The Snow Child” 
 by Eowyn Ivey 
 
APR    “Our Woman in Moscow” 
 by Beatriz Williams 
 

MAY  “Secret Daughter” 
 by Shilpi Somaya Gowda 
 

 
 

Call Carol Loveland if you have any questions.  
(715-462-9436). 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Friday, February 24th @ 11:30 AM 
Books are available at the library.  

 
 

JUNE  “Born a Crime” 
 by Trevor Noah 
 
JULY “A House Without Windows” 
 By Nadia Hashimi 
 
AUGUST The Nickel Boys “ 
 By Colson Whitehead 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

 

Ist Quarter Outreach  
 
The Muscular Dystrophy Center in Odzi, Zimbabwe, was established with the guidance of the Paul and Sheila 
Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy Clinic, University of Minnesota and support of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 
Anoka MN.  The Center, the only one of its kind in Zimbabwe, suffered significantly during the pandemic when 
they were forced to send all children to their homes under government order.  They closed down with 38 children 
being sent to their homes.  Twelve did not survive that first year.  Seven had deteriorated to the point of not being 
able to return.  The Center reopened at the beginning of 2022 with 19 children and 12 additional prospects being 
vetted for intake.  Four more passed away during the year. The current population is 22.  
 
The first quarter loose change will be going to the Muscular Dystrophy Center to help fund ongoing expenses of 
feeding and housing the children.  Unfortunately, the agreement with the Zimbabwe Red Cross to train care 
givers for emergencies was cancelled part way in to the training due to the death of the lead instructor and 
resignation of the replacement due to stress.  The Center is again relying on its self-sufficiency, local volunteers 
and donations.  They put in a vegetable garden which is expected to provide needed vegetables for several 
months and are cultivating 2 hectares (5 acres) in their first effort at raising their own corn.  After several years of 
drought, they are having a good year of rain and optimistic of having a good crop. 
 
Care for the children, including room, board, medical, and care giving, plus costs of maintaining the Center is less 
than $1000 per year per child, but still an untenable costs for the community.  Every dollar helps.  
 
The Mission Outreach Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast has been cancelled for 
February.  Check back later for March. 

 

 
 

 
Ruby’s Pantry is Thursday, February 16,  

4:30 pm at the Wesleyan Church.  

You can pre-register at   
Rubyspantry.org. 

 
 
 

Can We Talk About—-? 
 
 
We will begin the New Year discussing the Sawyer County Newspaper guest editorial (Nov. 30th) on 
the Hayward Schools gender decision.  This will happen on January 5th.  Then we will begin a new 
book, The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole Hannah-Jones on Thursday, January 12.  If 
you are interested in learning and talking  about current social justice issues, you are always wel-
come to join this group. Let the Cady’s know so you can receive the ZOOM invitation.  We meet 
every Thursday at 10:30 AM on ZOOM.   
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BLACK MAIL 
 

An Old Poop 
 

It is February and another year has passed.  I am getting old.  I should be used to it.  
When I was a kid I used to be joyful for my birthday, February 7.  We received birthday present(s) 
at our home.  I think I received my best present right after World War II (not WW I, I am old, but 
not that old).  Anyway, I was in about the ninth grade (I guess I am really am old).  I wanted a rack 
and a leather punching bag.  I never expected get them.  Dad drove all over to find one.  There was 
still a shortage of merchandize.  I think there was still Ration Coupons to be used to buy goods.  He 
went into hardware stores (no such things as sports stores) all over the town and one after the other 
he was told, “Sorry, we don’t have a rack.  We used to have them before the War but we haven’t 
had them since.”  Finally, he went to a neighboring town, and, Hallelujah, there was the hoped-for 
present.  I was elated.  We were in the Boy Scouts and the Scout Master always closed the meeting 
with a boxing match.  I was now getting prepared for the next match.  Boy Scout meetings were 
different back then.  I have given up punching the bag now.  
 
One day, after Doris and I were married, we adopted nicknames.  We saw the movie “Nashville”, 
and we adopted the leading man’s and the leading girl’s nicknames, his was “Forever” and hers was 
“Easy”.  When we signed cards for each other, I signed “Forever” and she signed ”Easy”, and we 
still do, or did.  I loved her forever, she was easy to Love. 
 
After we watched the old movie, “On Golden Pond”, recently, we changed my nickname.  You may 
remember the script. The man, play by Henry Fonda, in the early stages of Alzheimer Disease, has 
in and out days of remembrances.  He and his wife, played by Katherine Hepburn, are left with a 
brat of a kid in their care for the summer.  His wife says to the kid, “Sometimes you have to look 
hard at a person and remember he is doing the best he can.  He is just trying to find his way, just 
like you.”  Katherine calls Henry, “You Old Poop.” 
 
Now, because I forget a word now and again, more often each day, my nickname is “You Old 
Poop”.  But, she is still “Easy” to love. 
 
Always remember, the person is doing the best he or she can.  Just like us.   
 
I’ll see you in church, in person or in spirit. 
 
Don Black (retired)          1/26/23 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

A note to express my appreciation and 
thanks for the gift given to me at  
Christmas.  It was so thoughtful and I am 

very grateful for your kindness.  Wishing 
you all the blessings of a very happy and 

healthy New Year. 
 
Jan Erickson 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

 
Abby Landgraf wants each of you who 

sent her a Christmas card to know 
how she truly felt the love the cards 
carried to her.  She wishes she could 

thank you each personally! 
 
She is worn out with her medical ap-

pointments daily.  You can under-
stand why your cards and notes 

meant so much to her.   
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2022 Missional / Outreach Spending 
Hayward United Methodist Church 

 

In addition to the 2022 general ministry budget contributions, the congregation generously went the 
extra mile to support these worthwhile causes: 
 
Local: 
 Hayward Community Food Shelf   $ 896.00 
 Individual Assistance     160.00 
 Greater Hayward House of Hope    150.00 
 LCO Boys & Girls Club      429.49 
 Operation Christmas     547.44 
 Salvation Army      600.00 
  Total Local 
           $ 2,782.93 
National & International: 
 
 UMCOR – U.S. Disaster Relief   $ 240.00 
 UMCOR-Where Most Needed            1,433.00 
 UMCOR – Ukraine                         1,589.49 
 UMCOR – Haiti      381.61 
  Total UMCOR       $ 3,644.10 
 
  TOTAL 2022 OUTREACH SPENDING    $ 6,427.03 
 

Non-cash Giving: 
 
 Backpacks & school supplies to St. Francis Mission School 
 Prayer blankets and pillows 
 Food for the Hayward Community Food Shelf 
 Giving Tree – Christmas gifts for children 
 Hats, mittens, scarves to St. Francis Mission School 
 Prayers 

 

    OF NOTE: 
 
   Giving Commitments for 2023  $ 85,980 
   Comparison to 2022      $ 91,006 
   2023 Total Operating Budget $130,368 
   Other projected income sources          (2,685) 
   Commitments                (85,980) 
 
   Total unpledged hoped for         $41,703 

Summary of Operating Revenue & Expenses 

Year to Date as of December 31, 2022 

         

   Income  $    121,188     

   

Expens-

es (127,642)     

     $      (6,454)      

         

              



 

 

 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

February    1  9:00 AM GHAMA 
February   2 10:30 AM Can We Talk About____?  
   (ZOOM) 
February  4 9am-3pm Webinar  How to Reach & Welcome
   People 
February   5 10:00 AM Worship-Communion 
February   8  9:30 AM Trustees’ Meeting 
February  9 10:30 AM Can We Talk About____? (ZOOM) 
  1-3 PM Knitting Group 
February 11  No Men’s Breakfast this Month 
February 13 10:00 AM Ad Council 
February 14  Valentine’s Day 
February 15   9:00 AM GHAMA 
February 16 10:30 AM Can We Talk About____? (ZOOM) 
       4:30 PM Ruby’s Pantry 
February 21  Newsletter Articles Due 
February 22 11:00 AM Ash Wednesday Service 
February 23 10:30 AM Can We Talk About____? (ZOOM 
  1-3 PM Knitting Group 
February 24 11:30 AM    Book Club  
February 25  American Birkiebeiner    
 

*NOTE: Worship will be at 10 AM on Sunday Mornings  
 In-person or via FACEBOOK. 

Mailing 
Address 

Goes Here 

Hayward United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 587 
Hayward, WI  54843 
www.haywardumc.org 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


