
 

 

 

Serving this 
month: 

 

Usher:    
Jim Roth 
 

Liturgist:   
Tana Isaacson 
 

Tech: 
Letitia Kotcon 
John Pechacek 

Next Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 
November 23,  

2022 

 

“We are a Christian community reaching out to others with  
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors” 

Worship Themes for November 

 
November 6 Crossword Puzzle 
 Psalm 98 
 
November 13 Stewardship Sunday 
 Veterans’  Celebration 
 Isaiah 12:1-6 
   
November 20 Thankful People 
  Luke 23:33-43 
 
November 27 Advent 1: Hope 
 Isaiah 2:1-5 

Rev. Grace Baldridge 
Pastor 

Stewardship Month 
 
Dear Hayward United Methodist Members and Friends: 
 
November is stewardship month. It is time to reflect on our giving—both time and 
money.  In about a week you will receive in the mail a letter with a commitment card.  
On Sunday, November 13, Pastor Grace will preach on stewardship.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider your commitment for next year and bring your card to church on 
November 13 or return it in the mail. There will be extra cards at church, or you can 
call the office if you did not receive one. 
 
We are a small church, but we are mighty.  Our members and friends volunteer in 
many areas of the community, and we support many worthy causes 
with our donations. Your commitment will help keep the church 
running and help us continue to do God’s work.   
Thank you for all you do. 
 
 
Carolyn Forsell, Finance Chair  



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

From The  Pastor’s Desk,                                                                                        November 2022 
 
 
Dear Friends and Family Members of Hayward United Methodist Church,  
 
 As a kid I couldn’t wait to jump in the pile of leaves that we’d made.  It was exhilarating to take 
that running jump, fly through the air and be plunged in to the crunchy bounty of the lawn.  I loved 
raking leaves at our house and down south at my grandmas’ houses in Illinois. The smell of Oak trees in 
Evanston at the Garrett campus reminded me of my grandma Lois Baldridge’s house. The smell of those 
leaves gave me the last piece of the puzzle to choose which seminary to attend. Really.  It’s true.  It was 
those Oak trees that reminded me of my faithful Grandma Lois Baldridge who attended her United 
Methodist Church faithfully. 
 Look at the tree that Patty Place painted for us.  The tree represents our lives.  Each leaf on the 
branch is a name or a face that was the mulch, the cover, the warmth that we needed to grow.  You still 
have time to add to the tree.  We will celebrate these important nutrients to your lives during Stewardship 
Sunday.  
 Because you know that the lifecycle of a tree doesn’t end with the leaves falling, but continues 
with the leaves becoming rich fertile soil for what is next.  
 The visioning of this church has to come from somewhere. Through the God that we proclaim 
each week in worship came the inspiration for your mentors and loved ones to love on you.  You aren’t 
meant to keep that for yourselves.  You are now the leaves, the food for the future.  
 How can you ensure that the seedlings in your circle of influence will have a world full of the 
warmth and richness that you experienced?  God provides it. Be the vessel for these gifts.  
 November is the month of Thanksgiving where we visually see abundance on our overflowing 
tables.  Though we see our expenses increase please do not forget the church in your planning for 2023. 
Think of the piles and piles of leaves. Their life is still ongoing.  Other things reside in those leaves and 
they become havens for insects and places where those insects can become food for other lifeforms.  
That fertile ground keeps the ground warm in the winter and even protects our plants from the deep 
freeze of Northern Wisconsin winters.   
  Ministry continues even as the snow buries us and the weather may keep us from being in one 
place. The spiritual lives of your brothers and sisters in Christ continue online and in person. Comfort for 
the sick and infirmed is still needed. And tears still fall from our eyes for those who have passed away.  
 Though our world is not kind to those with less, we must have faith that there is abundance 
enough for us to step into the gaps.  
 Decide how you will live into that legacy through the stewardship of the gifts you have been 
given.  

 

Blessings, 
 
 
 
Pastor Grace 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

MEET THE CONGREGATION 
 

John & Susan 
Bauer 

 
John and Susan Bauer have 
been members of Hayward 
United Methodist  Church since 
2006.  They moved to Hayward 
from Duluth.  John grew up in 
Champlain, MN.  His parents 
owned the Bauer Berry Farm 
there.  John’s heart was in 
farming, but he loved coming to 

the family cabin in Hayward to cross country ski.  He quickly improved at skiing, being a top 
MN high school racer.  He set his sights higher and eventually skied at the Olympics in 
Albertville, France; Nagano, Japan and Salt Lake City, USA.  John currently owns John Bauer 
Rolfing, manually treating structural and functional body ailments.  John’s hobbies are running 
and skiing.  His wife thinks his biggest hobby is cutting and splitting firewood year-round. 
 
Susan grew up in Duluth, MN.  Her dad was a Lutheran minister and her mom was a music 
and special education teacher.  Susan progressed through the field of nursing and is currently 
a Nurse Anesthesiologist with a doctorate of Nursing Practice.  She works at the Hayward 
Hospital.  Her hobbies include reading historical fiction or mysteries, mountain biking (summer) 
and fat biking (winter).  Slow and steady is her motto, no racing if she can help it.  Susan also 
plays the piano and the flute.   
 
John and Susan have two children.  Anneliese is studying at the University of Minnesota.  She 
is very creative and artistic, but also very athletic.  She currently enjoys rock climbing at the 

University.  Bryce is still at home.  He enjoys downhill skiing, downhill and 
mountain biking, basketball, cross-country skiing, gaming, and hanging out 
with friends. 

 
 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast is set on Saturday, November  12th at 
8:00 am. A sign-up sheet will be at church to know the 
approximate number.  If you are bringing guests, please 
indicate how many when you sign up.  



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

Summary of Operating Revenue & Expenses 

Year to Date as of September 30, 2022 

         

   Income  $    92,152     

   Expenses (93,066)     

     $      (914)      

         

              

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

Save Our Sons 
 Our 4th quarter Loose Change and discretionary giving is dedicated to the St. Paul organization 
Save Our Sons (SOS).  SOS was started, and continues to be directed, by Melvin Carter, Jr., retired St. 
Paul Police sergeant and father of St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter. The SOS mission is to ‘reclaim youth 
on behalf of community, ancestors, God and family’.  
 The main program, dubbed ‘Operation Reclamation’ starts after a youth is first arrested and is 
incarcerated, a point which is often the most critical decision point in his life. Will it be a ‘brush with 
the law’ or become a way of life?  SOS seizes the moment for relationship building during this critical 
time.  Operation Reclamation works with individuals as many as 20 times throughout the year, or as 
needed. They seek the best scenario; youth restored to family and community with good community 
elder and aunt/uncle relationships rather than additional layers of institutional oversite. 
 SOS provides two classes per week at the Ransey County Juvenile Detention Center (JDC) 
with self-help and motivational training. Their presence at the JDC every week has ensured that young 
men separated from family, during this critical moment in their lives, have access to the compassion 
and wisdom of the community.  Pray for these young men and thank you for giving. 

 
Operation Christmas (next steps) 

 Thank you for all who donated loose change and checks for Operation Christmas.  The program 
implementation begins in mid-November. If you or anyone you know (neighbor, friend or relative) 
could benefit from the food basket or children’s gifts, they must register in advance.  A flyer with 
details will be posted on the Bulletin Board in our Narthex.  A registration call center begins taking 
requests on November 21 and runs until Dec 7th.  Distribution occurs by drive-through at First 
Lutheran on Dec 16 (9-5) and Dec 17 (10-3).   
 There is also a need for volunteers.  The first need is for the call-in center located at First 
Lutheran Church. A basic script is used when answering the call to record name, family size, children’s 
age and gender, etc. to tailor the food basket and gifts to fit the recipient family. A shift can be an hour 
or two or a full day during the dates noted above. 
 The second need is for boxing of the food and distribution to the recipients.  Boxing occurs the 
day before distribution begins.  Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be placed on the sign-up table in the 
Narthex by mid-November.  Please consider volunteering.   

Mission Outreach Committee  
I 
 

n November, the Book Group will be reading:  
Anxious People  

By  Fredrik Backman 
 

Friday, November 25 @ 11:30 AM 
Location TBD 

 
Books are available at the library.  

 

Call Carol Loveland if you have any questions.  
(715-462-9436). 

Dec: A Woman of No Importance  
 by  Sonia Purnell  
Jan: The Gown by Jennifer Robson 
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Keep these people in your prayers: 
 
Joyce’s granddaughter, Emily, passed away on Saturday night, October 22nd at 
8 pm surrounded by her family. 
Prayers for peace for the people in Ukraine.  
A joy is that we get to see all the fall colors. 
Russ Roberts is at Aspen Acres and welcomes visitors 
Keep our Water’s Edge friends in your prayers: Marilyn Kadlec, Jan Wilson and Ron and 
Sandy Burns. 

On-Site Solar Energy 
 
The next Third Sunday Forum 
is on November 20.  Gary 
Erickson will talk about his experience 
having solar panels added to his home.  
A discussion about solar energy will 
follow. 

 

Can We Talk About—-? 
 

This month the group will finish reading and discussing Gunfight: My Battle Against the Industry that 
Radicalized America by Ryan Busse.  We have learned the history of the gun industry, the NRA and how 
they have influenced public policy.  Everyone is always welcome to join the discussion via ZOOM on 
Thursdays at 10:30.  Let the Cady’s know so you can receive the ZOOM link. 

Help Needed 
 
I’m looking for two or three people to 
work with me on the Third Sunday Forum. 
This means identifying topics, scheduling 
sessions and introducing presenters.  
Please let me know if you are willing to 
help.  Contact Duey Cady at (651) 245-
3250 or email  dcady@hamline.edu. 

For those of you who do not know, or may just need a reminder about our blanket 
ministry, we want you to know what is available.   
 
Anyone interested in crocheting, knitting, quilting or pillow making are welcome.  

We have a cabinet in the Fellowship Hall with yarn and patterns.  The cabinet next to it has prayer 
blankets, shawls and chemo caps.  Tags to tie on are in there too. 
 Anyone who wants to give or send a cap, shawl or blanket to a relative 
or friend, can take whatever they want.  Please sign your name on the list on the 
door. 
 A special thanks to Barb Foster and her sister for donating several 
blankets and shawls. 
 If you have any questions, contact Kay or Marty. 

mailto:dcady@hamline.edu
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Pastor’s Email  & Phone 
 

The pastor’s email is  
humcpastor1@gmail.com.  

Please contact Pastor Grace through this email. 
Cell:  715-475-8562 

The Trustees and other helpers have recently completed the following projects: 
• The new coffee maker is up and running.  A water filter will be added.  Thanks 

to Steve Thiesing for getting the electrician and plumber to do the installation. 
• A snowplowing contract has been signed with Shane Kreyer, LLC for the 2022-

23 winter season.  Shane was recommended by our former snowplowing 
service which cut back its customer list. 
 

Other projects that are underway or planned include: 
• It’s been determined that the best way to deal with the recurring smell from the 

hot water heater is to replace it.  The Trustees have decided to get a tankless, 
on-demand heater which will be much more efficient for our situation and will 
require less maintenance in the long run. 

• The church and garage roofs will be replaced due to hail damage.  Although 
the insurance check was received too late to get the work done before winter, 
materials have been ordered so work can start in the spring.  The siding will be 
re-stained after the roofs are done. 

• Insurance coverage for the church, garage and parsonage buildings were 
reviewed by the Trustees and will be adjusted. 

• The outside back railing on the parsonage is being repaired.  Thanks to Dave 
Colle and Steve Thiesing for taking care of this.  Cleaning and painting of the 
gables at the parsonage will be done in the spring. 

• Cathie Erickson will arrange for a cleaning service to clean the Fellowship Hall 
chairs.  She and Bethe Wiberg will also check the sanctuary chairs for 
cleaning needs. 

• The window in the Pastor’s office needs to be replaced.  Dave Colle is making 
the arrangements. 

mailto:humcpastor1@gmail.com
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BLACK MAIL 
 

Dad, Look and See! 
 

Last week we were getting a new furnace installed. Our furnace had gone kaput. My daughter was 
over at the house checking to see how the job was coming along. Doris (my wife) and our daughter 
were carrying on small talk in the kitchen. My daughter walked over and looked out the back-deck-
door glass at the trees that bounded our yard from the neighbors. She stopped the conversation and 
yelled, “Dad, come here, come here.” I scurried to the deck-doors to see why she was so excited. 
 
She said, “Look.” I looked. I didn’t see a thing except the trees. She, excitedly said, “Look 
again...see.” ‘What?’ “See! Look at the leaves.” Then I saw........the butterflies. Among the leaves. 
There were some, then more, and then more. I looked closer. Maybe a hundred, or two hundred or 
more butterflies, among the leaves. On a dead limb there were several more, with folded wings 
holding stationary on the twigs of the limb. I looked closer and I could tell they were all Monarch 
Butterflies. This was obviously a MONARCH BUTTERFLY MIGRATION. In my 88 years I had 
never seen a Monarch Butterfly Migration. Neither had my daughter, and her age is...well, we will 
just skip her age. 
 
I had never seen a Butterfly Monarch Migration. But, here they were. Right in front of us. Up and 
down the line of trees, higher and lower among the leaves. Fluttering back and forth. I didn’t see 
them stopping, except on the twigs of the dead branch. I never saw them eating anything. I never 
saw them in a mating pause. They just fluttered back and forth, one leaf to another, from one tree to 
another. 
 
I later checked the library and found some facts. One town in Mexico used to have salt mines, but 
they ran out of salt. The people always knew that in the fall they had a migration of monarchs. Some 
of the leaders of the villages, instead of lumbering the pine trees, saved them for the butterflies. After 
a flight of 3,000 miles or so, flying as high as 4,000 feet on the thermals, averaging 12 mph, after 
three or four generations in one year (their lifespan is from 2 to 6 weeks), they gathered in and 
around this little village, and now the town is known to the world as a landing roost for millions of 
Monarchs, covering the trees, flittering around, in a marvelous sunset-orange and brown filtering 
the sky. There are other several villages among the pines in south central Mexico with such a color. 
They begin north about February and fly as far as Canada, starting back in August/September. 
 
The monarchs have been in decline in the years past. When I was young I knew, as a kid, romping in 
the fields, there were milkweed plants all around, but I didn’t know how the monarchs depended on 
the milkweeds. The monarchs lay their eggs only on milkweed plants, and the egg-larva feed on the 
plants, then turn into yellow, green and black caterpillars, which turn into golden, black and brown 
monarch butterflies. That is why gardeners say plant milkweed in your gardens and in the parks 
and along highways and railways, and you will see the beauty of nature, perhaps not in migration, 
but here and there, fluttering around from bush and tree. It is a sight to see, singular, or in a 
migration. If you believe in God, or if not, it is a spectacular sight to behold...and I am glad I listened 
to my daughter...a butterfly sight spectacular, dazzling...gold and 
brown...unforgettable. 
 
I’ll see you in church, in person or in spirit. 
 
 
Pastor Black (retired)                                                                          10/21/22 



 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars  

 
November  1   All Saints Day 
November 2   9:00 AM GHAMA 
  10:30AM Pastor’s Book Study @ HUMC or 
   ZOOM 
November 3 10:30 AM “Can We Talk About___?” ZOOM 
    1– 3 PM Knitting Group 
November    6  Worship and Communion 
   Turn Your Clocks Back 
November  9  9:30 AM Trustees’ Meeting 
November   10 10:30 AM “Can We Talk About___?”  
   ZOOM 
November 12  8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast  
November  13 10:00 AM Stewardship Sunday  
   Veterans’ Day Service   
November 16  9:00 AM GHAMA 
   1:30 PM SPRC 
November  17  9:00 AM NW Clergy 
  10:30 AM “Can We Talk About___?”  
                       ZOOM 
     4:30 PM Ruby’s Pantry 
November  20 11:00 AM Third Sunday Forum 
November    23  Newsletter Articles Due  
November    24  Thanksgiving 
November    25 11:30 AM Book Club  
 NOTE:    9:00 AM Choir Practice Every Sunday 
 

Mailing 
Address 

Goes Here 
 

Hayward United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 587 
Hayward, WI  54843 
www.haywardumc.org 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


