
 

 

 

Serving this 
month: 

 

Usher:  
John Pechacek 
 

Liturgist:  
Unknown 
 

Tech: 
Letitia Kotcon 
John Pechacek 

Next Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 
August 22, 2022 

 

“We are a Christian community reaching out to others with  
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors” 

Worship Themes for August 

 
August 7   Communion “Prophet Margins—Cords of Kindness”                                
 Hosea 11:1-11 
  
August 14 “Prophet Margins—Learn to Do Good”                    
 Isaiah 1:11-20 
 
August 21 “Prophet Margins—Yielding Wild Grapes”    
 Isaiah 5:1-7     
 
August 28  “Prophet Margins—I Knew You”                        
 Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 
 

Rev. Grace Baldridge 

Pastor 

 

 

 
Please join us for fellowship after the service.  
We offer coffee, juice, water and usually a 
bakery treat.  There is a sign-up sheet located in 
the narthex.  See you there! 

 

Church services on FACEBOOK, will be continued to be watched live on Sunday 
morning at 10 AM or recorded, to be watched anytime during the week. The 
bulletin is available on the church website before the service and the printed 
sermon is posted the week after the service. You can be more a part of the 
service by emailing or calling the church with joys & concerns.  



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

From the Pastor’s Desk:      

  
Greetings, Hayward Friends and Family! 
 
In case we haven’t been introduced, my name is Rev. Grace Baldridge 
and I was appointed by Bishop Jung on July 1, 2022 to serve Hayward 
UMC, the Hayward community and our circuit. You can call me Pastor 
Grace if you’d like.  If you call me Rev. Grace, or Grace or Pastor Baldridge, that’s ok too. 
  
I prefer that you never call me… late to supper. There you go. That’s the only joke in my 
humor rolodex. You are in for it.  I love jokes and humor.  If you see any good clean 
jokes, Bible or Methodist humor, please share them with me.  There’s a comic called Wesley Bros 
and it pokes fun and also teaches about John and Charles Wesley.  Author Rev. Charlie Barber 
says he created the comic because there are few portraits of John and Charles in everyday life. 
Rev. Barber remarks that making the comic “seemed like a way to teach who we have been in the 
context of who we are now and kind of blending the past and the present all at once.” 
 
If you have visited church in the month of July you may have noticed my absence as I 
traveled around the United Kingdom learning about John and Charles Wesley. I missed 
you for two weeks, but I was able to be with you in worship on July 3rd and July 24th and 
31st . I didn’t hear any new funny jokes about the Wesleys on my trip, but I did get to see 
the books they read, the places they lived, and the communities that they served. 
Much of what we do in ministry is unseen by many others.  Like Rev. Barber and his 
need to bring forward the life and times of the first Methodists, it’s our job to let the world 
know what ministry is all about.  Now, if you can draw comics about ministry, tell jokes or 
write songs, you should do that!  And you should share it with your friends, family and 
church family. 
 
We may not have courage or the time to do those things, but isn’t it wonderful that God 
has given us each a way to tell the world about the love of God?  I’m talking about your 
own spiritual gifts.  In July we’ve been learning about the Prophets, people who weren’t 
always confident in their gifts.  God used them anyway. 
 
Continuing in August with the sermon series, “Prophet Margins,” we will explore how 
seemingly ordinary people were used by God to speak up for the poor and oppressed, 
speak truth to power, and to encourage the exiled Hebrew people of that time.  Their 
words still speak to us in their relevance and their place in our worship. Isaiah, for 
Instance, is one that you may have heard quoted in the New Testament, especially in the 
Christmas Story (Matthew 1:23), by John the Baptist (Luke 3:1-6) and by Jesus himself 
(Luke 4: 14-19).  These are just a small sample of the ways the Prophets of old speak to 
us today. 
 
Please feel free to contact me anytime. We can grab a coffee here at church or around 
town, have lunch or chat over the phone.  You can always reach me at church or on my 
cell phone 715-475-8562 (within reason! I do sleep sometimes!).  My email is  
humcpastor1@gmail.com. You can also use my personal email grace.baldridge@gmail.com. 
 
I am happy and so fortunate to be in your midst! 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Grace 



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

Happy July to the wonderful North West District – 

 

 My morning devotion focused on the Scripture text from Colossians 3: 12-14, "Therefore, as God's 

chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 

bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also to forgive. Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity."  

 Also this morning, I heard on the news more about the Fourth of July parade shooting in Highland 

Park, Illinois; the continued war in Ukraine; and the 60 shots fired at Jayland Walker in Akron Ohio. It was 

painful to listen to these stories let alone watch the news clips. As I sat there, drinking my coffee, the words 

of Colossians continued to echo, "above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity."  

 Colossians isn't referring to a love of romance, all flowers, perfume and heart shaped items. Instead, 

Scripture is referring to sacrificial, eternal and everlasting love. The love of Christ - put on this kind of love. 

A love of "compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving 

one another..." As we work through the trauma of tragedies; the pain of injustice; the loss of innocence, my 

prayers remain that we will be perfected in Christ's love so that we embrace being "light in the darkness."  

 And indeed, we put on the love of Christ,, shining in the darkness: 

We have met the Annual Conference goal for purchasing motorcycles for Bolivia. We celebrated this 

accomplishment at Annual Conference. I thank you for your extra giving, thus reaching new people for 

Christ!  

 I applaud all the efforts and commitment towards apportionment payments. As of May 2022, the 

North West has paid 29.44%, the second highest district in the Conference! What a blessing to all that 

receive funds for food, shelter, and mission.  

We celebrate the commissioning of three provisional elders, Grace Baldridge, Hakkin Min and Chris Van 

Beek; that Mary Messmer has heard a call to ministry and is in process to becoming a Licensed Local Pastor 

and that Romina Vasquez is seeking to be certified candidate to become a Licensed Local Pastor.  

 We had 100% statistical report submission for 2021! Those reports told us that we had 10,432 

people worshipping on-line, that we had 44 baptisms, that we reached 45,098 persons with our mission and 

community ministries and that we gave $177,229 to non- UMC charitable causes and $23,374 directly to 

UMC causes. 

 

 I give thanks for you. May the love of Christ be overflowing in our ministry together  

Rev. Barb Certa-Werner, North West District Superintendent  



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

Keep these people in your prayers: 
 
Anita Wepfer—health concerns 
Russ Roberts 
Don Kissinger—had successful surgery for cancer 
Cara Taylor Sermeno  - undergoing dialysis 
Larry & Dorothy Lindquist—health concerns 
Dee Taylor’s brother, Al Ness—in hospice 
Pat Warden (Dee Taylor’s son-in-law) heart 
surgery 
Fritz & Marlene—health concerns 
Dorothy—many health issues 
Shirley Sigafus—to stop cancer growth 
   

 
Offering Options: The church runs on love, 
yet we still need your financial giving as well. 
How you can get your offering to us? Mail it to 
us at PO Box 587 Hayward. Please include 
your name, the date and General Fund or oth-
er named fund and the amount.  
 
It is also simple enough to go to our Web page 
www.HaywardUMC.org and push on the 
‘Give online via credit card’ box on the left side 
of the page. You will be asked for your email 
and a password, what fund you want the  
offering in and the amount.  Thank you! 

 

 
Can We Talk About __________? 

 
 During the summer months, we will be meeting the second Thursday of each 
month. Our next meeting will be on August 11th at 10:30 am.  We will share what we 
have been reading on our own concerning social justice issues.  If you are interested in 
sharing your thoughts on current issues, feel free to join us via ZOOM.  Let the Cady’s 
know, so you can receive the ZOOM link.   
 
 We will resume meeting weekly on Thursday, September 8th. 

 
Men’s Breakfast is set on Saturday, August 13 at 8:00 
AM. A sign-up sheet will be at church to know the 
approximate number. If you are bringing guests, please 
indicate how many when you sign up.  

BBQ FUNDRAISER 
 

Grace Lutheran Church hosting a “Holy Smoke Barbeque” at their Church on August 7 at 10:30  
am to 12:00 pm.  Reservations appreciated.  Please all 715-934-2772  Serving BBQ Pork and all the 
Fixin’s.  Free-Will Offering.  Proceeds go to the Salvation Army GHAMA Fund.   
 
See Flyer on Bulletin Board for more details. 

http://www.HaywardUMC.org


 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

Outreach - August 2022 
 

 
Hayward United Methodist Church, is again working with First Lutheran 
Church and Ascension Episcopal Church in undertaking the annual Operation 

Christmas project. Our goal is to provide complete Christmas meals with all the trimmings to 220 
families and/or individuals.   
 
Each family or individual will receive an appropriately sized tote/basket with non-perishable food 
items like peanut butter, cereal etc., a bag of potatoes and carrots, frozen hamburger, a coupon for 
a Ham, fresh fruit (apples, oranges, and bananas) and a holiday pie.  For the next two months all 
loose change will go to this project.  If you choose to make a donation by check or bills, please note 
that it is dedicated to Operation Christmas.   
 
The collection is made now to help the organizing committee do advance budgeting and food 
purchasing in time for the December distribution.  In addition, each child in the family is provided 
with a Christmas gift. The gift tree, with age and gender of recipients, will be located in the narthex 
later in the fall. 
 
The Mission Outreach Committee 

 
ATTENTION ALL SINGERS! 

 
Choir practice will begin on August 28th after Church.  All are welcome to join this fun group.   
 
At this point, we will only sing 2-3 times a month to ease us back into pre-COVID times.  We won’t 
be singing on September 4th as Lois’ family has special music for us that Sunday.  Many thanks to 
them in advance.   
 
In the meantime, sing along with the radio, TV,  in your car, with your phone or in the shower!  
How can we keep from singing? 
 
Shirley Anderson 
Choir Director 
 

ADVANCED LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASS 
 
A class is being offered Friday, September 30, 2022 from 6 pm to 9 pm 

and Saturday October 1, 2022 from 9 am to 3 pm.  It will be online via ZOOM. 
 
The leader will be Rev. Amy Powell.  Deadline to register is September 21, 2022.  The class book 
can be ordered for $15 at Cokesbury.com  entitled “Worshiping with United Methodists” by  
Hoyt L. Hickman.  A class link will be sent to you via email prior to class.   
 
To register or to contact with questions, email powellmama@gmail.com or call 608-220-5873.  
Seating is limited so register early! 

Notes of Interest  
 



 

 

 

The Good News Letter 

 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

In August the Book Group will be reading:  

Home Front 
By Kristin Hannah  

 

Friday, August 26, 11:30 AM 
At HUMC 

 
Books are available at the library. The library 

hours are:  Mon 10 am—5 pm;  
Tues 10 am—7 pm;  

Wed-Fri 10 am—5 pm; Sat 10 am to 1 pm 
 
 

Call Carol Loveland if you have any questions.  
(715-462-9436). 

 

Sept: Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
Oct: A Libertarian Walk into a Bear by  
 Matthew Hongoltz-Hetling  
Nov: Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 
Dec: A Woman of No Importance  
 by  Sonia Purnell  
Jan: The Gown by Jennifer Robson 
Feb:   This Is How It Always Is  

Books, Puzzles & Games Sale 
 

Continuing All Summer 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Donate a Book, Puzzle or Game 
 

 Then buy some entertainment for yourself or 
those summer guests: 

 
Paperback books - 50 cents 

 
Hardcover books, puzzles 

 or games -  $1.00 
 

Proceeds will support HUMC ministries  

 
Women’s Small Group Opportunity with 

Susan Bauer 
 
I would like to invite women from HUMC to join 
my small group.  A small group is a type of bible 

study that intentionally focuses on building support 
and friendships with its members. I joined up with 
Kris in January several years ago to co-lead the 
group.  As per Kris’ lead, we dive deep, not only into 

our studies but also into how group members process 
the information and apply the information to their 
lives.  I have learned so much from some very wise 

Christian women!  

This fall we will be reading the book “Gentle and 
Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and 
Sufferers” by Dr. Dane Ortlund. If you don’t 

understand or believe that Christ can be closer to you 
than the air you breath, this book will lead the way 
for you.  

We meet every other Wednesday 6 pm-8 pm, 

locations vary. The start date will be in September, 
but has yet to be determined. If you are interested, 
please call/text Susan at 715-558-2739.    

 
           The Trustees’ Corner 

 
             Caring for Our Facilities 

 
         No meeting in July. 

 
        We will return next month. 

 

 
Summary of Operating Revenue & Expenses 

Year to Date as of June 30, 2022 
 
 Income:        $  59,841 
 Expenses: (62,742) 
 
            $ ( 2,901) 
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BLACK MAIL 

 
A Beer With God 

 
  

 When I was about seven years old my dad would send me to the Pink Elephant Tavern to buy a six-
pack of beer. The bottles were placed in a paper sack, which I put in the bicycle basket on the front of the 
handle bars.  The bike was very small, about 14 or 20 inch wheels.  The Pink Elephant Tavern was about a 
distance of five or six blocks, straight away from our house, and across a small creek, which the kids called 
“the crick.”  Even the adults spoke of it as a “crick,” but it was a creek, flowing down from the hills across the 
valley.  Installed over the crick was a small walking/wooden bridge.  I left my bike at the bridge, walked 
across to the other side where the tavern was. I wasn’t allowed to ride on the hard road, Route 157 Highway, 
where the tavern was located, so I walked along the crick, bought the beer, carried the beer back to my bike, 
traipsed across the neighbor’s yard, and pedaled back home. 
 
 However, something happened before I got home.  I mounted the bike and rode off, like always.  The 
crick emptied downhill toward our home, and I began peddling, gathering speed.  About halfway home a 
small dog ran out of his yard, ran like mad, barking, chasing the bike.  Unfortunately, the pooch started to 
bite the front tire, and finally got in front of it.  The crash must have been something to see.  I hit the dog, 
which with the small wheel caused the bike to flip over the dog, me over the handle bars, and over the beer in 
the basket, which miraculously only broke one bottle.  The dog yipped and ran back into the yard.  No 
neighbors saw it.  I picked up the pieces of the broken bottle and had few scratches on the bike and my body, 
put the full bottles of the beer back in the basket, and rode home.  My dad, after he checked me out, asked the 
condition of the dog.  I said I don’t know?  He ran off. 
 
 All this came to mind while I watched “THE VIEW” on TV.  The guest on the show was Regina 
Spektor.  The host of the show was Whoopi Goldberg.  Whoopi asked Regina about a song from her album in 
which Regina sang about having a beer with God.  Regina replied, “…and he picked up the tab.”  The 
conversation went in another direction, and we didn’t get to hear her speak about the song.   
 
 I have looked on the computer, in search of “a beer with God”,  but I can’t find it.  I wanted to know 
in what context she had referred to “a beer with God.” I hadn’t heard about her, but she is a qualified singer, 
singing from her experiences.  She is in her forties, born in Russia, came over here at 9 years old.  
 
 That brought to mind the beer and the bike.  I have met persons, mostly men, some women, who 
would like to have a beer with God, maybe in a tavern, maybe in home, maybe in the wilderness, and…
probably would have appreciated if God would have picked up the tab. 
 
 How do you think of God?  You know God forgives our sins.  Maybe we would have a beer with God, 
hats off, leisure.  I suppose it might depend on our background, our culture.  Maybe we think a king, and we 
have to bow before him.  Or, a president whom we would have to give respect.  Or, the controller of the 
world/space and we are just a speck.  Or, maybe, maybe if we read the bible, we are just confused. 
 
 I sure would like to have a beer with God, a root beer, hats-off, maybe even…pick up the tab.  What’s 
your ”VIEW” with God…if you had the chance?  Might affect your theology! 
I’ll see you in church in person or in spirit. 

 

Pastor Black (retired)           
   

(6/29/22) 

            



 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

  
August   7 10:00 AM Worship and Communion 
August    8   1:00 PM SPRC 
August 10   9:30 AM Trustee’s Meeting 
August  10 11:00 AM Prayer Group 
August 11 10:30 AM Can We Talk? Via Zoom 
August  13   8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 
August  15 10:00 AM Ad Council at church & ZOOM 
August 18    4:30 PM Ruby’s Pantry 
August 22  Newsletter Articles Due    
August 26 11:30 AM    Book Club  

 

Mailing 
Address 

Goes Here 
 

Hayward United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 587 
Hayward, WI  54843 
www.haywardumc.org 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


