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Call To Worship
Matthew 6:19-21 Common English Bible
Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth and rust eat them and where
thieves break in and steal them.
Instead, collect treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them
and where thieves don’t break in and steal them. Where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
Prayer of Invitation
Holy God, we come to worship with the measure of love, the limited vision, and the partial
understanding that is ours.
Even as we express gratitude for the relationship with you that blesses our lives, we hear
Christ telling us there is more to discover, more to see and to hear. We realize that within
us there is obstruction and dimness that restricts our seeing and we reach out now as if
blind, longing to see the light. Heal us, that we may see things yet unseen, hear things yet
unheard, and touch depths of love only dreamed. Amen.
The Word
II Corinthians 9:6-8 (Common English Bible)
“What I mean is this: the one who sows a small amount of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the
one who sows a generous amount of seeds will also reap a generous crop.
Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their hearts. They shouldn’t give with
hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver.
God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace.
That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide more
than enough for every kind of good work.
Living the Word
Look at the person on your left, look at the person on your right. This message is for the one sitting between
them. This is a heart-healthy message for you. No it is not a commercial for oatmeal, though that is a physical
way to keep your heart healthy. This message is for the emotional feelings you have in your heart.
God has created us to think with our heads, but to feel in our hearts. Jesus came 2000 years ago to help the
people re-think and re-feel everything that they had already received from God, but had gotten confused and
mixed up over time. Jesus reminded them of the peace and joy that God intended for them, in order for them
to be whole as they were created to be.
2000 years later we need to keep reminding ourselves of these same truths, which we need to keep rethinking and re-feeling as well. 1. Love God; 2. Teach the truths; 3. Feed the hungry; 4. Care for one another.
These truths help us to live together in community around the world; they have taught us the value of life and
living in community together.
The Matthew scripture we shared in the Call to Worship, speaks of collecting treasures. For most of the
population of Jesus time, treasures looked very different than we think of treasures today. Very few of those
people had gold and pearls. Most of the Hebrew people worked hard just to feed their families – and their
most valued treasures were their family and their community.

Those who had coin used it to hold family and community together. When your treasure is found in God’s
truths, your heart is also there. Last week we talked of the ministries that we value. They all fit into the same
categories as God’s truths: 1. Love God – the ministry of worship; 2. Teach the truths – the ministry of
Christian Education; 3. Feed the hungry – the ministry of mission; 4. Care for one another – the ministry of
caring for each other.
When you invest yourself in these truths, you are thinking like Jesus and feeling a warmth in your heart about
what is happening. In II Corinthians we shared that there is a direct correlation between how generous we are
to how well we can do the ministries God has called us to. The Apostle Paul says: “The one who sows a small

amount of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows a generous amount of seeds will also reap
a generous crop.”
That is written to appeal to practical, common sense of our thinking. But Paul then moves to the heart:

“Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their hearts. They shouldn’t give with hesitation or
because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver.”
This is a gift for your heart; to make it healthy – decide for yourself what will satisfy your soul to give. I
remember times in the past when I wished for a truckload of money so I could give it all to the poor. I didn’t
get it, which is probably a good thing, because the temptation to then keep a portion of it for poor me, might
have been too much. We have been given a portion already and it is ours to share what we will according to
what our heart says. Our portions shared, if shared from a generous heart and combined with all others
portions would always be enough…
But then we begin to think some more…and to worry about being too generous and shorting ourselves. We
begin to compare what we give with what others give. We look to the person on our left and the one on our
right and we decided that this message must be for them. Paul says we should give according to the decisions
in our hearts and then invites us not to hesitate in the decision; also not to give because we are pressured by
others, but according to our hearts.
For God loves a cheerful giver. It isn’t so much a happy giver as much as someone who has processed in their
head and then their heart what they can give and feels good in doing just that. God wants for you to be whole
in your heart with your thoughts, and peace in your soul.
What about the ‘Think Greater’ part? If you recall last week you said that the ministries of this church have
value and are worthy of our greater thoughts. So is what you decide to give, to make those ministries happen.
Paul says : “God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace. That way, you

will have everything you need always, and in everything to provide more than enough for every kind of good
work.”

God will continue to provide all that is needed for the ministries to happen through us and what we are willing
to give of ourselves. We often stop short of what we could give of ourselves for ministry, so that is why this
year we are inviting you to think greater.
I could move from your thinking to your heart by giving you examples of the good work the ministries do, for
instance: being moved to tears or laughter through song, baptism or preaching in worship; growing in new
understanding or helping children to grow through Sunday School; knowing that the whole congregation is
praying for you or your loved ones and that it does make a difference; seeing the canned goods and school
supplies pile up so that someone who has little can have something to eat and tools to learn.
But you already know how good it feels in your heart when you invest yourself in the ministries. Though the
thinking and feeling of the gift is individual, we do not function alone. We share our gifts in community as we
bring them together and combine them to do a greater work.

On those days after Christmas Day, when we are technically within the 12 days of Christmas, especially when
my boys were younger and had the next week school break, there was always time to put together a jigsaw
puzzle. We would get out a card table and set up the box cover so everyone could see it and then dig into the
pieces. Each piece was different in some way. They all had a way to connect, but some had more knobs and
some had more cut outs for the knobs to fit.
Though all pieces have something different to give, when they interlock they become a picture of something
greater. If a piece is lost in the process of putting it together, if you have to wrestle with the dog to get a stray
piece back, you can lose a knob or two and the puzzle is forever incomplete. If you love the puzzle too much
and take it apart and put it together too many times, it can get worn down and eventually it is time to move
on to a new puzzle.
If you are wise you then preserve what has been accomplished and glue it into a permanent wall hanging to
be appreciated and enjoyed and then get another puzzle. So it is with ministries, God has supplied all that is
needed, but only God can see the picture complete. We all need to be a part, contribute what we have to
share, try not to lose anyone as all are needed and at some time move on to a new ministry.
There is much more risk in a 1000 piece puzzle that a 500 piece puzzle. We have to think: do we have enough
time and resources to even open the box and be tempted to begin something so great. When we hesitate, we
need to think greater. More can be accomplished with more hearts and hands to the putting together of
something great.
Mainline Protestant churches seem trapped in a narrative of decline. Meetings throughout our denomination
alone tend to be about financial cutbacks, membership losses and diminishing influences in the communities.
We reassure ourselves that God calls us to faithfulness, not success, which is true. But there is nothing wrong
with succeeding big as long as the focus is on faithful embodiment of the gospel. Too often we turn
‘faithfulness’ into a misguided justification for aiming low, settling for averageness and remaining content with
a decline.
When ‘big ideas’ are proposed in mainline denominations, they are too often dismissed as quick-fix solutions
imposed from the ‘higher-ups. Rather than dreaming about what God might be calling us to do in ambitious
faithfulness, we sneer at those who seem to seek only self-promotion; those whose big ideas and ambitions
seem to have little to do with Jesus and more to do with them selling prosperity to promote their latest book
or TV worship program.
But what about the communities that are led by Adam Hamilton or Rob Bell or Doug Pagitt. These
communities bear marks of Christian commitment, and their pastors demonstrate authentic faith and
commitment to the gospel. Regardless of whether we disagree with them or not on this or that theological
point or understanding of the church, the success of these communities still show faithfulness to the gospel.
Or what about Millard Fuller and Habitat for Humanity? There was a case where thinking big and being able to
dream led to a powerful, international reality. Where are the successors of Dame Cicily Saunders, who started
the modern hospice movement as a sign of her conviction that Christian should be able to provide better care
for dying people and their families.
This last week someone shared a with me a little about the KIVA Loan System. My understanding is that a
fairly small amount of money was invested in this loan program and that it has been paid off and re-loaned a
number of times to others with a business or tuition needs. In this way we are helping people from all over the
globe to become more than they could accomplish without some help.

The word Communion means to come together. Next Sunday is World Communion Sunday. We will come
together to share in remembering all that Christ offers for us. Remembering that we need each one,
individually and collectively to do great ministry. As a community of faith we will share one loaf. There are
people you know and many that you do not know that will come to receive this holy gift in Christian churches
all the way around the earth. We are all one as the body of Christ.
As Christ gave of himself for us, we are here to remember that we are to give of ourselves for others. The
church is offering you that opportunity as we do ministry together. Give of yourself. Taking a good look at
your abundance and begin asking God what portion you are meant to share. Knowing that if the decision is
made in process with God, that there is no guilt, nor recriminations and you will feel heart healthy with your
decision.
Giving only part of your thoughts and heart is simple giving; To Give wholeheartedly means a thoughtful,
heartfelt response, which includes risk of all that you have. Not just giving out of the scarcity that may swell in
your thinking, but out of the love that swells in your heart.
In romance we say: ‘It is better to have loved and lost that to never have loved at all.’ Yet all who have loved
and lost, through betrayal or change or end of relationship in some way, knows that the more they invested
the more painful the loss was. Even so, if you ask someone who has loved and can process the loss, they will
tell you that they aren’t sorry that they risked themselves, for loving touched their heart.
The joy of our hearts isn’t in collecting piles of treasures for ourselves, ultimately it isn’t even in what we give
to others. The true wholehearted joy comes from how we feel when we risk our hearts in selfless giving and
we feel deeply blessed.
As you consider this week that next Sunday we will come together forward for Holy Communion, like millions
of others that day, I invite you to ‘think greater’ and offer yourself for whatever God might plant in your head
and in your heart. Then in the time ahead, decide what to share with others that would make your heart
whole. This is about your finances, but it is also about all that you have been given to share.

